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In the old days also the celebration continued for nine days in right royal style. That the celebration was witnessed by the members of the Royal Household is attested by the fact that there were separate rooms for the Ranis who witnessed the celebration in the Mantapam through the apertures in the carved wooden screens. These rooms are still there in the old Palace. The Ruler used to have his seat in the balcony. It was here, in this temple of art, that Navaratri was celebrated during the reign of His Highness Maharaja Martanda Varma, the maker of Modern Travancore. The Ayudhabhyasa which now takes place at Pujappura in Trivandrum on the procession day also had its counterpart under the name of Ampuchartu which was conducted with all the parapharnalia of State at Villukiri, a village a few miles from Padmanabhapuram. There is a tradition that this Sarasvati image in the Tevara-kettu in the Padmanabhapuram Palace was at one time the patron deity of a former Maharaja of Travancore, whose capital was Valliyur in the neighbouring Tinnevelly District.
When, however, the old capital was removed from Padmanabhapuram to Trivandrum about 150 years ago, the venue of Navaratri celebration was also changed to the modern capital, although occasionaly the festival used to be celebrated in Padmanabhapuram and Mavelikara also. As the present-day celebration in Trivandrum coincides almost with the Birthday of His Highness the present Maharaja Sir Sri Chitra Tirunal and the commencement of the half-yearly (Alpasi) Utsavam in the temple of Sri Padmanabha Svami, it is the busiest part of the year and also the most enjoyable season as the weather conditions are perfect and the agricultural season prosperous.
The commencement of the Navaratri festival is a simple affair and is a State function. On the fixed and auspicious day a time is fixed by the Palace Dikshitar or Priest. All